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Extractive economies, whether capitalist or communist, have similar failures. They extract value from 

ecological systems in the destruction of nature; from workers in the alienation of labor, and from civic 

life in the colonization of our social networks. The opposite is a generative economy: one in which 

value is not extracted, but rather circulated in unalienated form. For all three categories (ecological 

value, labor value, and social value) generative justiceis defined as follows: The universal right to 

generate unalienated value and directly participate in its benefits; the rights of value generators to 

create their own conditions of production; and the rights of communities of value generation to 

nurture self-sustaining paths for its circulation. New opportunities for design in generative justice 

include agroecology, where forms of organic value circulate from plants to people and back again; 

commons-based peer production, which ranges from feminist makerspaces to localized currencies; 

and in platform cooperatives, where worker ownership is creating alternatives for everything from 

uber to Facebook. By decolonizing the circular economy, design in generative justice exposes 

greenwashing and empowers Indigenous, anti-racist and queer theory critiques. How are designers 

facilitating generative justice, creating new innovations for unalienated value circulation that address 

grassroots empowerment, egalitarian futures, and ecological collaboration with our nonhuman allies?  

Manuscript Submission Information 

Papers may take one of the following formats: 

 Original articles (5000 words); 

 State-of-the-art reviews (2500 words); 

 Short communications (1500 words).  

Authors should follow the journal’s submission guidelines and submit papers by 15 December, 2020 

to Audrey Bennett (agbennet@umich.edu) and Ron Eglash (eglash@umich.edu).  

Submitted manuscripts should not have been published previously, nor be under consideration for 

publication elsewhere (except conference proceedings papers). All manuscripts are thoroughly 

refereed through a peer-review process. A guide for authors and other relevant information for 

submission of manuscripts is available on the Guidelines for Authors page.  
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